4.   NEOVITALISM.
The newest phase in the history of Vitalism has been termed Neovitalism, though the designation is not quite suitable ; for at no time have vitalistic theories completely died out, as those who gave the name and in particular Emil du Bois-Eeymond, seemed to imagine.
In a different sense, however, the last epoch of vitalistic thought may be styled new, in virtue, that is to say, of its whole procedure, at any rate as regards the methods of many of its representatives. We may therefore adopt the term.
The novelty in the method is connected, though its authors are not aware of the fact, with the procedure adopted by Vitalism in the eighteenth, and not with the prevailing theories of the nineteenth century. It goes once more back to foundations, and does not only deal with the implications of a doctrine accepted without question. Once more an endeavour is made to prove on one ground or another that the vitalistic view of life, and only this view, is necessarily true. In the eighteenth century this resulted from the struggle with materialism; it